Leave No Can Behind

Going Green at the Preserves

When you visit the Forest Preserves of Cook County this summer for a party, reunion or birthday, help
protect the plants and animals by going green. Here are 10 actions you can take:

1.

Nearby Location

When searching for your party spot, consider the
one closest for everyone. It not only saves you

on gas, but it also helps reduce air pollution. Visit
map.fpdcc.com to find the nearest location to you.

Eco-Friendly Menu

Prepare meals that are least harmful to the
environment. Vegetarian and vegan meals greatly
reduce your carbon footprint. You can also purchase
produce from your local farmers market.

Don’t Overpack
Plan ahead and only take what you need. Having too
much stuff can lead to it being left at the site.

Avoid Disposable Decorations

Avoid decorating with balloons, plastics and
disposable party supplies. Not only do they
have a one-time use, but if left on site they can
be eaten by birds or other animals—or interfere
with their habitat.

Reuse Cutlery/Cloth

Bring reusable or biodegradable cutlery, flatware
and cups, instead of disposable ones, and reusable
tablecloths—or even a bedsheet!
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6.

10.

Aluminum>Plastic

If you choose to bring one-serving beverages,
pick aluminum cans over plastic bottles.
Cans are more easily recyclable and require
less resources to make.

Compost

Placing foods scraps in the trash adds to the waste
stream and creates methane gases. If you compost,
bring a container to collect the food waste at your
event—or take the scraps to a composting location.

Recycle

Use the appropriate landfill (green) or recycling (blue)
cans when available. If you're holding a large event,
ask us for additional recycling cans in advance.

Leave No Can Behind
Pick up all garbage and leave the site as clean as it
was when you arrived.

Learn & Volunteer!

After your visit, feel free to visit one of our Nature
Centers and learn more about the thousands of
plants and animals that inhabit the 70,000 acres
of wild and wonderful. You can also volunteer by
visiting fpdcc.com/volunteer.

Learn more: fpdcc.com/make-your-gathering-green



